Introduced By: Councilmember Robinson

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-37

Resolution Urging the Federal Transit Administration to Disapprove

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

The Sale of Land at the Takoma Metro Station

on November 8, 2007, the Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority (WMATA) approved the sale of 75% of the land at the Takoma
Metro station to EYA, a development company, through its joint development
program; and

the sale of the land pursuant to the joint development program is subject to approval
by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) because the federal government paid
for the land at the Takoma station as part of the Metrorail system; and

under federal law, the joint development project must:

1. enhance economic development or incorporate private investment; and
enhance the effectiveness of a public transportation project and relate
physically or functionally to the transportation project or enhance
coordination between public transportation and other transportation (such as
bicycles or automobiles); and

3. provide a fair share of revenue for public transportation;

and

as detailed in the City of Takoma Park’s extensive submissions to the WMATA
Board of Directors for the October 2006 Compact Hearing and subsequent action on
the proposal, the joint development project proposed for the Takoma Metro station
fails to meet either the second or third criteria for joint development projects in that:

. the effectiveness of transit operations at the Takoma Metro station is
hindered, rather than improved, by the proposed development in that land is
taken away from transit use and will not be available to meet future need for
bus bays; bus schedules will be slowed by the design which improperly and
unsafely integrates buses with other vehicles on site; and transit
patrons—including handicapped patrons—will have much less convenient
access to the transit station; and

. the project worsens coordination between public transportation and other
transportation, in that access for people being dropped off at the station,



parking at the station, riding bikes to the station, and walking to the station
is reduced—the project provides less public parking, has Kiss-and-Ride and
parking spaces scattered confusingly around the site, greatly reduces the size
of the main pedestrian entrance to the station making the entrance more
sloped and less safe, and subjects drivers and pedestrians to greater on-site
congestion and unsafe crossings; and

. little revenue will be gained by the sale of land; and the loss of revenue from
the decrease in parking and the limiting of the number of bus bays will not
be offset by the residents of the 85 two-car garage townhomes proposed for
the site; and

WHEREAS, over 90% of the Maryland and District of Columbia residents who testified at
WMATA’s October 2006 Compact Hearing or submitted testimony opposed the
EYA proposal that was adopted by the WMATA Board the following year; and

WHEREAS, the joint development program at the Takoma Metro station was proposed
under—and continues to proceed under—old Joint Development Guidelines, even
though the WMATA Board of Directors have twice revised the guidelines for other
stations due to the problems of the original guidelines to ensure that transit and
community priorities are taken into consideration in the program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park’s concerns about the negative impacts of the project on the
transit system are long-standing and have been detailed in several Council
Resolutions, including Resolution #2006-59, Resolution Notifying Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) of Concerns Regarding WMATA'’s Request for Approval of
Joint Development Property Transfer and Project at the Takoma Metro Station;
and

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park appreciates the role of the Federal Transit Administration
in protecting and promoting public transportation in the United States of America.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND that the Federal Transit Administration is strongly urged to
disapprove the proposed development plan for the Takoma Metro station based on FTA criteria for
approving joint development property transfers and projects.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK,
MARYLAND that the Council calls on Senator Barbara Mikulski, Senator Ben Cardin and
Congressman Chris Van Hollen to urge the FTA to disapprove the plan at the Takoma Metro; and
thanks Congressman Van Hollen, Senator Mikulski, Senator Cardin, and former Senator Sarbanes
for their past efforts in working to preserve and expand access to public transit for the Takoma
Park community.

ADOPTED THIS 21st DAY OF APRIL, 2008.



